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Colorado Springs City Council to Proclaim June “Colorado College Summer Music Festival Month”
Festival Celebrates 40th Anniversary

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.—May 30, 2024—Midway through its 150th year, Colorado College is celebrating yet another milestone: the 40th anniversary of its Summer Music Festival. Colorado Springs City Councilmember Michelle Talarico will deliver a proclamation officially recognizing June as “Colorado College Summer Music Festival Month” on Wednesday, June 5. 

The ceremony will take place in CC’s Packard Hall, located at 14 E. Cache La Poudre Street in Colorado Springs, in advance of the festival’s first Festival Arts Concert at 7 p.m.

In June 1984, the Colorado College Conservatory and Summer Music Festival convened its first session. It was 10 days long. There were eight faculty artists and 24 students.

Fast Forward to 2024. Now known as the Colorado College Summer Music Festival, its 40th season includes 27 faculty artists and 52 “fellows.” 

“Even with all the hard work and intense commitment it’s taken to keep this festival alive, it still feels like this has all transpired in the blink of an eye,” said Susan Grace, who took on the position of Festival Music Director in 1987. Award-winning pianist Grace, who is Artist-in-Residence and Senior Lecturer in Music at Colorado College, is the only remaining faculty artist from that first season. 

The festival and the Colorado Springs City Council decided the time was right to “proclaim” this great accomplishment to the citizens of Colorado Springs and the Pikes Peak region. Four months ago, City Council issued a proclamation announcing February 9 as Colorado College Day, in honor of the founding day of CC 150 years ago.

“We are using the advent of the festival’s 40th anniversary to help kick off our year-long celebration of the college’s 150th anniversary,” said Professor of History Susan Ashley, a former Dean of Faculty, and a member of 2024 Planning Committee at Colorado College. “This annual gathering of world-class professional musicians and aspiring young artists has been a beacon on the cultural landscape of the college and the Pikes Peak Region for the four decades it has been in existence.”

Interested members of the media are welcome to attend and cover the reading of the proclamation and the concert. For interviews, please reach out to Caryn Lawler with the Office of Communications & Marketing.


-MORE-




Preview of the Proclamation 
WHEREAS, the Colorado College Summer Music Festival is celebrating its 40th Anniversary
WHEREAS, the festival has been providing world class music and innovative programming to the people of Colorado Springs and the Pikes Peak Region during the aforementioned time period.
WHEREAS, the festival has provided a powerful and effective educational program for generations on aspiring and burgeoning young professionals in the world of classical music
WHEREAS, the festival has delivered superior musical performances to thousands of citizens in numerous locations throughout the Pikes Peak region.
WHEREAS, the festival has continued to thrive and survive thanks to the stalwart and ongoing support of its community advocates.
WHEREAS, the festival has increased the knowledge and visibility of Colorado Springs throughout the nation and the world.
WHEREAS, the lives of our citizens have been profoundly and positively impacted by the music that emanates from Packard Hall and the Cornerstone Arts Center each June.
NOW, THEREFORE, I Michelle Talarico, do hereby proclaim June, 2024 to be Colorado College Summer Music Festival month in the city of Colorado Springs- to acknowledge the remarkable accomplishments of the festival throughout its 40 year history and urge my fellow citizens to observe this Celebration by attending the numerous musical and commemorative events scheduled between today, June 5th and June 21st and by sharing the wonder of this festival with friends, family, organizations and institutions.

About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874 and is now commemorating its sesquicentennial.  In 1970 the college created the Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,200 undergraduate students take one class at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. A Master of Arts in teaching degree also is offered.  The college’s vision is to ignite students’ passion and potential to create a more just world. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu.
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